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LANGHORNE MANOR >> The newly minted Langhorne Manor Democratic Committee, recently

dubbed official by the Bucks County Democratic Committee, is wasting no time setting its sights on

both the 2019 and 2020 elections.

The election of officers and the existence of bylaws are among the requirements for a political

committee to be recognized by the county.

Forty percent of the borough of 1,400 residents are registered Democrats but for decades,

Republicans have made up the majority of the town’s elected offices, said Langhorne Borough

committee Chairperson Alicia Gasparovic.

Other new committee officers include: Lynn Barry, vice chairperson, and Jamie Gilpatrick, treasurer.
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Following on the heels of certification, the committee stepped up its door-to-door campaign to

recruit new members and to screen candidates who might be interested in tossing their hats into

the political ring.

In April, Gilpatrick and his husband, Jimmy Bason Gilpatrick, hosted a fundraiser that brought in just

over $2,000 and attracted 60 neighbors and several party dignitaries, like Bucks County

Commissioner Diane Marseglia and State Rep. Tina Davis.

“We made a lot of new friends and got a lot of support from people willing to be volunteers and

supporters of our cause in the future,” Gasparovic said.

Marseglia, the single Democrat on the county board of commissioners, said that she was

encouraged by the cohesiveness of the group. “Following the 2016 election, there were a lot of

splinter groups among Democrats, which was not helpful because each had its own agenda.

“Langhorne Borough developed its foundation through what is an existing party of neighbors who

aren’t split but individual issues, but work together on joint concerns,” Marseglia said.

“Even those not interested in elected office are encouraged to highlight issues in their borough that

they’d like to see addressed”, Gasparovic said. “We’re on a roll. We are energized by the response

we’re getting,” she said.

Rumblings of a new political landscape surfaced following the 2016 elections, through coincidental

efforts by Gasparovic and a neighbor, Joe Vitella, when they decided to canvass the borough to get

more representation for Democrats. The two decided to coordinate their efforts to form a

Democratic committee, highlight local issues, and float candidates to have an official role in the

borough.

“It was a groundswell waiting to happen,? Gasparovic said.


